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Mel Pontious

Mel Pontious, the Wisconsin State Fine Arts Education Consultant, taught music for 27 years in the general, choral, and instrumental areas, elementary through university.  His bands garnered national and international honors.  He has earned degrees from University of Wichita (BME, cum laude); Oberlin Conservatory (MME); and University of Illinois (Ed.D).  He has conducted state and national workshops, and his articles on music and art education have been published nationally.  A presenter at state and national conferences, he is currently directing an action research project on student-centered learning in the arts and its effects on creativity, achievement, motivation, and higher-order thinking.

Jacque Troy

Before taking on the dual roles of Education Director/Literary Managerat Milwaukee Chamber Theatre in September of 2006, Jacque Troy spent nine years as the Education Director at Milwaukee Repertory Theater. She also currently teaches  classes for Mt. Mary College.  In addition to nearly twenty years as a theatre educator in a variety of settings, Jacque has enjoyed a vital acting career. Since arriving in Milwaukee in 1997, she has worked with some of Milwaukee's best known theatre companies.  Her work with Cornerstone Theatre, In-Tandem Theatre and Renaissance Theatreworks earned her a place in the annual "Top Ten" list compiled by the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel. She has also been seen in roles at First Stage Children's Theater, Milwaukee Chamber Theatre, Milwaukee Repertory Theater, Milwaukee Shakespeare and Next Act.  Jacque received a double-major B.A. in Theater (with an Acting emphasis) and Communication Studies from the University of Iowa.  Here, she also earned secondary education teaching certification.  In December of 2005, Jacque fulfilled a lifelong ambition and received her M.A. in Education from Mt. Mary College.  

Michael Desper

J. Michael Desper has designed over 60 productions as Resident Scenic Designer and Technical Director at Sunset Playhouse of Elm Grove, WI since the summer of 2001.  Previously he was freelancing in Chicago for such companies as Circle Theatre of Forest Park, Pendulum Theatre, and Bowen Park Theatre and Opera.  Before that, he was earning his Master’s degree at San Diego State University and working for the Tony Award-winning La Jolla Playhouse.  Originally from Oklahoma, he earned his Bachelor’s degree from the University of Oklahoma.  In Spring 2008, he briefly returned to educational theatre with a stint as Guest Artist and Instructor for North Dakota State University. 
Kelly Doherty

Kelly Doherty is currently employed at Miller And Campbell Costume Service.  Kelly graduated with a BFA in Theatre Performance from UW-Whitewater where she also studied theatrical make-up, costuming, and other technical aspects of theatre. 
Jay Sierszyn
Professor Jay Sierszyn teaches numerous theatre classes at Wisconsin Lutheran College.  He previously headed up the theatre program at Waldorf College in Iowa for thirteen years.  He earned his MA in theatre at Northern Illinois University.
Jan Gompper

Jan Mary (Nelson) Gompper is the Director of Theatre at Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, WI, where she has taught for the past 16 years.  She earned her Master of Fine Arts degree in Acting at Minnesota State University – Mankato, and her Bachelor’s degree at Dr. Martin Luther College in New Ulm, MN.  In addition to teaching and directing for WLC, Jan maintains an active schedule as a part-time actress, commercial on-camera and voiceover talent, actor/dialect coach, and free-lance script and song writer.  She is currently collaborating on a musical based on Oscar Wilde’s play, Lady Windemere’s Fan.   

David Krajec
David has been a System Sales Specialist at Mainstage Theatrical Supply, Inc. since 2007.  Prior to that, he was the Scenic & Lighting Designer and Technical Director at Cardinal Stritch University.  David is an At-Large member of the Board of the United States Institute of Theatre Technology (USITT) and is a founding member of the International Secondary Education Theatre Safety Association (ISETSA).
Jenny Kostreva
Jenny Kostreva is the Education Director at Milwaukee Repertory Theater.  She facilitates the outreach and training programs for the Rep, teaching many of the classes.  She is also an adjunct instructor in the teacher education department at University of Wisconsin - Parkside.  She has worked as an educator for Virginia Commonwealth University, First Stage Children's Theater and School of Performing Arts in the Richmond Community.  Her directing credits include Stones in His Pockets, Laughing Stock, Blind Tasting, Down the Road, The Assassin's New Friend, Fly Away (an original production created collaboratively through improvisation), Scrooge: The Musical, and several children's productions.  As an actor, she performed in Mad Forest by Caryl Churchill at the Sibiu International Theatre Festival in Romania.  She earned her MFA in Theatre Pedagogy from Virginia Commonwealth University and a BA in Theatre Arts form University of Wisconsin – Parkside.

Richard Hedderman

Richard Hedderman is a Certified Advanced Actor/Combatant with the Society of American Fight Directors, a nation-wide organization of Theatre professionals specializing in the Stage Combat arts. He has taught Stage Combat and directed fights for the stage at universities and theaters around the country. He is the Lecturer in Stage Combat at UW-Milwaukee and serves as an Education Artist at Milwaukee Repertory Theatre.
Mark Salentine
Mark Salentine has been the artistic director of Sunset Playhouse in Elm Grove since 2004. With a Bachelor’s degree in theatre from Carroll College, Mark has been involved as an actor, director, writer, producer, designer, or technician in over 200 productions. Mark also founded the Vail Valley Performing Arts Academy in Colorado.  He has also worked professionally with many Milwaukee area theatres.

Stephen Rupsch

Stephen is currently in his fifth year teaching and directing at St. Norbert College, during which he directed Lives of the Saints, The Glass Menagerie, Fuddy Meers, Songs for a New World, Metamorphoses, The Shape of Things, and Frankenstein.  Stephen received his Ph.D. in theatre practice from the University of Oregon-Eugene, his M.A. in theatre directing from Middlesex University in London and B.A. in Integral Studies from California Institute of Integral Studies. Stephen also completed the course in Acting with the Drama Studio of London in Berkeley, California. Originally from Racine, Wisconsin, Stephen spent the last 25 years on the west coast working as an actor, director and theatre administrator. Professional directing credits include The Lord Leebrick Theatre in Eugene, Ore. and The New Conservatory Theatre Center in San Francisco.
